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THE 
INTRODUCTION. 


RENO A Neo cen 
ee 


2 


EDS * 


EAT H, whether we con- 


XD 4 fider it in 7ſelf as the grand 
* deſtroyer of the human race, 


at whoſe. awful ſhrine a thouſand 
victims are daily offered; or as at- 
tended with a long train of mala- 
dies, ſickneſſes, and pains, hath not 


improperly 


— — 
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improperly been ſtiled the King of 
Terrors, there being in. the world 
ne enemy ſo formidable as well as 
fatal to our nature. 


E v E Rv appearance the mon- 
ler aſſumes, is ghaſtly and affright- 
ing, and needs only be beheld to 
raiſe in our breaſts the utmoſt hor- 
ror. - 


| Obſerve, where the invenomed 
ſhafts of Death have once entered, 
how quickly the fatal di/ea/e runs 
through every part of our conſtitu- 
tion | how ſoon it aumerves and en- 
feebles the moſt robuſt texture of 
body | that the highe/t degree of hu- 
man ſtrength, when belaboured by 
* Death's more powerful arm, proves 
weak and impotent, re to ſuſ- 
tain 7z/e/f, or oppoſe the rapid pro- 
greſs of the laſt enemy; who quickly 
rends the cords of life aſunder, as 


4 eaſily 4 


ws po oe ao = 
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caſily as Sampſon once did the 


wreaths wherewith he was bound 


by the Philiftines. 


Wx THER He aſſaults our bodies 
by flow and lingring con / wmptions, 
- waſting and undermining hem as it 
were by ſmall and imperceptible de- 
grees, or whether his attacks are 
made on us with more violence by 
a quick-deſftroying fever, {till the 
arrows of Death (all of which are 
innumerable) are no leſs ſure and 
fatal in the end. 


Ann ſo unlimited VE: the aſſaults 
of this univerſal deſtroyer, his unre- 
lenting hand ſpares neither age, nor 
ſex, nor wit, nor youth, nor beauty; 
all alike fall victims to this mighty 
King. of Terrors, not one (prepared 


or unprepared) exempt. 


=. How infinitely. deſirable then 
I would 
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would a compleat victory be over 
this grand adverſary to mankind. All 
the triumphs of Cz/ar or of Alexan- 
der, of the mightieſt conquerors of 
the world, are 7Zrifling compared 
herewith; ſince theſe mighty con- 
querors themſelves have at laſt been 
vanquiſhed by the powerful all- 
deſtroying arm of Death. 


AnD this is one circumſtance a- 
mong many others, which mightily. 
recommends and i en the goſpel of 
_ Chrif/ to us, as worthy of all accep- 
tation, ſince it ſhews us how the /a/# 
enemy Death itſelf is to be vanquiſh- 
ed; ſuch a conqueſt St. Paul, the 
great champion of our holy religion, 
and one of the noble army of mar- 
tyrs, had obtained: Hear in what 
terms of triumph and exultation 


he ſpeaks, 


. 


The C hriftian's Triumpb. 7 


I. CORINTHIANS, 1 5th Chapter, 
555 50, and 57th Verſes. 


O Death, where is thy fling ? Q 
Grave, where is thy victory? The 
ting of Death is Sin; pans „be 
Sow th of Sin is the Law, But 
thanks be to God, which giveth Hs 


the victory, through our Lord Je- 
fus Chriſt: 


N theſe words of the Apoſtle 

I ſhall (at this enn occa- 

ſion) ground my preſent diſcourſe, 
deſcribing to you, as well as J can, 
a believers victory over Sin and 
Death; for the Apoſtle mentions 
both theſe, and then thanks God 
for his victory over them; and be- 
cauſe every chriſtian as well as him- 
ſelf is a ſharer in this victory, St. 
Paul ſpeaks in the plural number, 
Thanks be to God, which giveth ts 
abe victory, &c. 
11. 1 | Mas 
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Now men are then ſaid with pro- 
priety to be victorious over an ene- 


my, when that enemy of theirs 1s 


ſo far diſabled and overcome as to 
be rendered forever incapable . of 


hurting or deſtroying. them. If this 


be not a victory, and the greateſt 
of victories, I know not what can 
deſerve that name. Yet this I will 
ſhew you, that every chriſtian is 
maſter of, with reſpect to his moſt 


dreadful enemies Sin and Death. 


ANp this naturally leads us to 
conſider wherein their power to 
deſtroy conſiſts, for that we had 
need underſtand e'er we can have 
a proper idea of the believer's vic- 
tory over them. This likewiſe the 
Apoſtle takes care to inform us of; 
for he tells us, he fting of Death 
is Sin, and the ſtrength of Sin 1s 
the Law. | 
The fling of Death is Sin. 
Tris 
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Tus is plainly a metaphorical 
term, but which however doth moſt 
happily expreis wherein lies Death's 
fatal power over us. For the ing 


of any animal is that weapon where 
with it is armed to annoy its adver- 


ſary. Sin therefore is with the ut- 
molt propriety termed by the Apol- 
tle the fling of Death, becaule it is 
the root from whence the deſtroy- 
ing power of Death is derived: Sin 


entered into the world, and Death 


by Sin, as the n ue of it; 
but for Sin Death had never ee 
known or felt by us. Yet this 1s not 


all; for Hell as well as Death is 


the demerit of Sin; and it is the 


apprehenſion of this, ariſing from 
a ſenſe of guilt, that gives Death 


its moſt formidable appearance, and 


arms it with all its terror. The fing 
of Death is Sin. 
1 


Having ſhewn us what. the 


B 2 ſting 


is moſt plainly the caſe have. Death 


The /rength of Sin is its power to 
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ſting of Death is, our Apoſtle pro- 
ceeds to acquaint us wherein lies his 


Hrengtb and his power to deſtroy. 


The ſtrength of Sin is the Law. Sin, 
as I juſt now obſerved to you, de- 
rives its deftroying power therefrom, 
becauſe it is by the law of God 
condemned, and when that is com- 
mitted which is condemned and for- 
bidden by the Law, it neceſſarily 
entails the penalty of that law up- 
on the tranſgreſſor; thus. a male- 
factor is faid ag Bra committed 
a capita! oftence, by being guilty 
of that crime to which the law has 
annexed the penalty of death; which 


was the penalty of the divine law of 
which Sin is a tranſgreſſion, as it 
is expreſſly defined by St. Fohn; © 
and therefore it may truly be ſaid, 
the ſirength of Sim is the Law. 


— 


condemn 
* x. John, ii. + | 
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condemn, which power, as a guard 
and ſanction to ſecure obedience, the 
Jaw has furniſhed it with. 


Haix thus explained the na- 
rere and frength of the Chriſtian's 
moſt bor widable enemies SIN and 
mus 


I now proceed to diſcourſe: to you 
concerning his victory over them; 
which I will ſhew you in the end, 
to be as perfect and compleat every 
way, as the Chriſtian himſelf would 
with or deſire it to be. 


Now as one chief branch of Sin's 
power lay in expoſing us to death 
and condemnation, the Chriſtian's 
victory properly confalts in di/arming 
Sin of that power; which happens 
whenever the pardon of it is -obtain- 
ed, and the guilt removed. Its con- 
demning power is then no more. For 

this 
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this (as I ſhall prove under our next 
head of diſcourſe) it is already de- 
prived of by the death of Chriſt. 
It has been ſaid that the bee 
leaves its ing behind in the wound-_ 
ed perſon. Certain however it is 
that when Chrift endured our ' fins 
in his own body upon the tree, the 
guilt of them, that is the //ing, was 
taken away. He hath made him 70 
be Sin for us, who knew no fin; 
that we might be made the righte- 
ouſneſs of God in him. + When 
our bleſſed Saviour ſubmitted: to 
Death, that was the deſert of Sin, 
the penalty of the law was then 
inflicted, and both Sin and the 


Law deprived of their condemning 


power. Who is he that condemn- 


eth? It is Chriſt that died. & His 


dying hath purchaſed for us a com- 
pleat conqueſt over both Sin and 


Death; the former b expiated, 


| | | and 


+ See 2 Cor. v. 21, § Romans, viii. 34. 
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and the other conſequently van- 


quiſhed by Chriſt. 


Ou victory over Death, the laſt 
enemy, (which I now go on to de- 
{cribe,) lies in diſarming it of that 
fatal unlimited power over our na- 
ture, which by Sin it had obtained. 
The ſcripture plainly makes a dif- 
tinction between the ft and the 
ſecond Death. The former is only 
temporary, enduring but a little 
while, (as our life now does;) but 
the ſecond is eternal. The fr/# of 
theſe is all which the believer in 
Chriſt ſhall ever know by experi- 
ence: It is expreſſly promiſed to all 
ſuch, that over them the ſecond death 
ſhall have no power. . And with re- 
gard to temporal death, to which they 
as well as other men ſubmit; this 
in the end ſhall terminate in the 
Chriſtian's advantage, and pave the 
| way 
t Rev. xx. 6. < 
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way to a more glorious ſtate of ex- 
iſtence than on earth he ever knew. 
For no ſooner is the foul of a be- 
liever abſent from the body, but it 
ts preſent: with the LORD; con- 
yoyed by angels into Abraham's 
boſom. While the diſanimated clay is 
laid in the duſt, and reſts in hopc 
of a glorious reſurrection; his ſoul 
the mean while has a dwelling with 
God, an houſe not made with hanas, 
"eternal in the heavens. * This 
corruptible body {hall indeed be 
diſſolved and mix with its ori- 
ginal duſt, be ſo blended and incor- 
porated therewith, that even the 
conſtituent parts themſelves ſhall to 
the human eye be utterly imper- 
ceptible and unknown, undiſtin- 
guiſhed from common mould: But 
to the eye of ommiſciemce all the 
particles of our frame thus diſſolved 
- appear diſtinct, what transformations 
ſoever 


* 2. Cor. v. & ſequent. 
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ſoever in 5 grave ** _ ha 
dergo. 7 


Fleſb and blood, ſays the Apoſtle, 
(in his admirable. diſcourſe upon 
this ſubject,) cannot inherit the hing- 
dom of heaven; neither doth corrup- 
tion inherit incorruptiom. Behold I 
ſpew you a myſtery.; we ſhall all be 
changed. + And a change infinitely, 
to the better it will be; when a 
once mortal and corruptible. body 
ſhall caſt off every rag of mortality. 
which once on earth it wore, and 
ſhall immediately put on immorta- 

lity and be arrayed in glory; thoſe 
groſs humours and ſenſes now be- 
longing to our bodies, which are 
adapted to the fickly and dull re- 
gion they here inhabit, at the re- 
ſurrection will be purged. all away, 
and furniſhed inſtead thereof with 
powers and faculties ſuitable to its 
YEN C immortal 


7 I. Cor. XV. 50. 
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Immortal frame, and to that heaven 


ly ſtate, which both ſoul and body 


are then to poſſeſs forever. Theſe 


are ſome of the rich advantages 
the believer ſhall reap from the 
death and diſſolution of the body; 

which are neceſſary that fo glorious 
a fabric irom its ruins may be re- 
built; then that which was ſown in 


Jiſbonour ſhall be r aiſed a 5 y. of 


Tuus have I deſcribed to you as 
briefly as this ſubject would admit, 
a behever's victory over both Sin 


and Death. But it is time that we 


haſten to the next and 


Lat head of this diſcourſe ; 


which is, to conſider God as the 


beſtower of all this bleſſedneſs, 
through our Lord e/ws Chriſt; for 
to him are we taught to alcrith 
all the glory, ſaying in the words 
of the Apoſtle, TOs be to God 

5 which 
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which. giveth us the victory, through 

our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The wages 
| = deſert of Sin is Death, but the 
gift of God is eternal I fe 1 
Chriſl Jeſus. 


- Dazed. is, as hath been already 
obſerved, the penalty of a broken 
law ; and this both of ſoul and body 
* (we have the higheſt reaſon 
to think) have been eternal, and that 
in the moſt awful and terrible ſenſe, 
had not God in the fulneſs of his 
love and grace ſent his own ſon to 
purchaſe . redemption and falvation 
for us. And what the law in itſelf 
could not do, God himſelf has done 
for us, by ſending his only begotten 
ſon to endure the penalty of Death 
in our ſtead. And if while we were 
enemies (this is St. Paul's argument) 
Wwe were reconciled to God, by the 
death of his ſon, much more being 
reconciled we ſhall be ſaved by hit 

| C 2 9 Life. 
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h fe. \ For if by one man's offence 


Death reigned by one, much more 
they which receive abundance of grace, 


an of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall 
reign in life by one, Jeſus Chriſt. 5 
Thus, as in Adam all die, even ſo 
in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 

For as by man came death, by 
man came alſo the reſurrection of the 


dead. || —— Thanks be to God which 


giveth us the victory, through our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


CHRIST in his unſpeakable com- 


paſſion for us laid down his life 


a ranſom for ours; and thus He 
deſtroyed Death and Him that had 
the power of death that is the De- 
vil, and deliver'd them who through 
fear of death were all their life time 
ſubject to bondage. He has 


diſarmed that king of terrors of 


his fatal power over his faints : 


has 


$ Romans v. 10. 4 verſe 17. || 1. Cor. xv. 
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has ſtript him of all his ghaſtly ar- 
ray, and taught our lips to ſing 
with the triumphant Apoſtle, 0 
Death, where is thy fling? O Grave, 
where is thy victory? Thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
Tus may the true followers of 

Chriſt exult and triumph over Death 
as an impotent, diſarmed enemy; 
and over the Grave, the priſon 
doors of which are broken down 
by the Captain of our ſalvation; 
who burſt their bars in ſunder, (for 
1t was not poſſible he could be holden 
of them,) then like a glorious con- 
queror aroſe, leading captivity itſelf 
captive. He aroſe as the fir/t- fruits 
and fore-runner of all his ſaints.“ 


— What? tho' we now find and 


feel ſickneſſes and diſorders invading 
this corruptible frame, this houfe 
of clay, where the immortal ſpirit 

TS _- 


* 1. Cor. XV. 20. . 
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for a while inhabits, like a pilgrim 

and ſtranger from his native home. 

What ? tho' we meet with 

various ſymptoms to remind us of 
the /ou!'s departure and the body 8 
diſſolution; ſhall we (on theſe ac- 

counts) call in queſtion the victory 

Chrift has obtained over Death ? 

Nay, it was by zhis very means, 

even by dying, He himſelf obtain- 
ed it, and won ſo compleat a con- 

queſt over the la enemy: and we 
are to follow herein the captain of 
our ſalvation ſhewing to all thoſe 
who ſtand around +; how a Chriſtian 
can die, and yet in death be even 
more than a conqueror. 

Wi are to make it manifeſt to 
the world, that our faith in Chriſt's 

death and reſurrettion is ſufficient to 
ſupport and comfort us, when all 
the powers of our animal nature are 


ready 


'+ See a Letter on Original Compoſition, ſup- 
poſed by the late Dr. Youns. 
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ready to fink under us. We are 
to enter Death's territories not as 
priſoners or captives, but as congue- 
rors, yea more than e 
through Him that loved us; juſt 
like viftors paſſing through an ene- 
my's country, diſplaying the tri- 
umphs of their leader. 
Tig Chriſtian who can * ; 
Death, with ſuch a divine confi- 
dence of ſoul; wnappalld, undi 72 
mayed; how dans that man glorify 
Chriſt 1 and make the triumphs of 
his Saviour over Death and the 
Grave almoſt double / 
Tux doubting, trembling Chriſ- 
tian indeed may through the iron 
gates of Death ſafely arrive to glo- 
ry; but then his doubt and fears, 
his z/2orouſneſs and anxiety of mind, 
does no great honour to his captain 
and leader ; for it looks as if his 
faith in Chriſt's conqueſt over 
Death was exceeding weak and 
faltring, 
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faltring, when to bim it appears 
ſcarce ſufficient to ſecure his own ; 
notwithſtanding | his triumphs over 
it. have ſecured the victory of ten 
thouſand ſouls, weak and defence- 
leſs as himſelf, who have overcome 


this laſt enemy by the blood of the 
Lamb. 
Bur that believer, who (as St. 
Paul ſpeaks,) has - fought the good 
fight, under Chriſt's victorious ban- 
ner, and finiſhed his courſe, and his 
warfare on earth, having kept the 
faith, — at length encounters 
Death, with an holy fortitude and 
courage, as the fr/# followers of 
the . did; he ſhall have 
a ſafe and triumphant paſſage 
through Death's dark territories, 
and an abundant entrance ſhall be 
adminiſtred to him, into the ever- 
laſting kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; applauding 
angels waiting around, to congra- 
tulate 
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tuläte His diſmiſſion from a world 
of Hin and Death, and his entrance 
on a world of Bleſſedneſs and 7m- 
mortality, where Sin and Death are 
known no more. ; 


Bur now take a view (I pray 
you) of the different ſtate and con- 
dition of the impenitent ſinner at 
death. Behold Him juſt ſtand- 
ing on the brink of eternity, yet 
afraid to enter that awful ſtate: 
his ſoul trembles to appear naked 
and diſembodied (as it muſt) before 
God, againſt whom, perhaps, he has 
ſpent. an whole life of fin and re- 
bellion; and died too (may be) in an 
harden' d impenitent ſtate, — with- 
out Chriff, — overwhelm'd with 
the guilt of his iniquities, having 
never by faith waſhed his robes and 
made them white in the blood * zDe 

Dimb. 
How muſt the thoughts of God's 
D ſtrict 


2 ” 
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ſtrict holineſs, of his inflexible 77 
tice, affright and even diſtract he 
ſinner in his departing moments | 
if he has any ſenſe of his ſad and 
guilty condition, how muſt it black- 
en the gloom of death | increaſe 
the agonies of diſſolution, and fill 
his mind with that anguiſh and de- 
ſpair, ariſing from unpardon'd guilt, 
which is the very ing of death, 
and the chief miſery of hell | the 
torments of which our Saviour has 
deſcrib'd by the worm that dieth not, 
and a fire which ſhall not be guench- 
ed: and in another place He tells 
us, theſe ſhall go away into everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment, &c. Now to be e- 
ternally baniſh'd from God, which 
is one great part of the ſinner's 
miſery ; not to have the leaſt glim- 
mering hope of ever regaining his 
favour; to feel the terrible impreſ- 
ſions of his wrath always lying up- 
on the conſcience; E to be ſur- 

rounded 


The Chriftian's Triumph. 25 


rounded on all fides with torment- 
ing objects ; expoſed continually to 
the inſults of wicked ſpirits, 3 
here were their tempters, but in Hell 
will be their tormentors; — how 
dreadful muſt the thought of an 
eternity ſpent in ſuch miſery be! 
Yet I Fr. to your own ſecret 
convictious, as well as to the ex- 
preſs declarations of God's word, 
whether it be any more than the 
wicked and the ungodly in the 
other world are certainly liable to? 
and - what can the mind of man 
conceive more intolerable than this ? 
Well therefore might the Apoſtle 
ſay, The ſling of Death is Sin. For 
this is the procuring cauſe of ” 
that miſery, to which Death 
the fore- runner. 

Fon any therefore ſtill to pro- 
ceed in their ſins and impeniten- 
cy, is only to treaſure up to 
themſelves wrazh, and laying: in 

D 2 fuel 


Death; 
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fuel for everlaſting burnings ; tis 
building a foundation for unknown 
an gab and deſpair ; and planting 
before hand their dying pillow with 
thorns. 
Bur to beheve in Chriſt as our 
only Saviour, and refign ourſelves 
up to him as our ſovereign Lord 
and King ; this is I will 
not ſay. to blunt the arrows of 
but it is to diarm 
him 1 this ſhall give 
us an intereſt in Chriſt's victories 
over Death; this ſhall in- 
ſure our reſunrection after a ſhort 
ſleep in the Grave, to a life of 
KB bleſſedneſs and immortality : 
In the faith and expectation of 
which, our dear deceaſed Brother 
in the Lord both lived and died. 
And accordingly in the preamble 
of his laſt will, he expreſſed him- 
ſelf in theſe remarkable words. 
Firſt, ** I humbly recommend my 
immortal 
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« immortal foul into the hands of 
«© the ever-bleſſed God; that it may 
« be prepared for, and when ſum- 
« mon d hence, be admitted into glo- 
* ry; which, tho exceedingly unworthy 
<< of, 1. humbly hope to obtain, from the 
« rich and abounding grace of God, 
« through the alone righteouſneſs, 
«© merits, and interceſſion of Jeſus 
« Chriſt, ny Lord and Saviour. 
Ir might perhaps be expected 
that I ſhould now recapitulate ſome 
parts of the character of that ex- 
cellent man, whoſe loſs with ſo 
much reaſon we deplore; but 7516 
to You who have fat ſo long with 
delight and ſatisfaction under his 
miniſtry, hearing him unfold the 
oracles of God, with ſo much per- 
ſpicuity and clearneſs, with ſuch a 
ſacred power and energy, and with 
a torrent of holy eloquence pecu- 
liar to himſelf; to You, I ſay, all 
encommms would be but a dull 
repetition 
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repetition of what you have been 
ear-witnefſes of; having for five 
whole years enjoyed his miniſtra- 
tions among you, who was con- 
feſſed to be one of the moſt 
excellent and delightful preachers 
the weſt of England could boaſt of. 
You well know, for you have 
heard from his own lips, how 
plainly and ſtrenuouſly he aſſerted 
and maintained thoſe which he 
juſtly regarded as the peculiar 
doctrines of Chriſtianity ; yet with- 
out confining himſelf to party- 
phraſes and expreſſion, which tho' 
pleaded for by ſome, are no where 
authoriſed by the Goſpel: And 
this he always look'd upon as the 
unerring andard, by which all 
doctrines and principles that are 
propoſed to us muſt be tried. 
And yet with all his zeal and 
fervency in eſpouſing theſe doc- 
trines, he had a remarkable ten- 
der neſs 
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derneſs and charity for thoſe his 
brethren in the miniſtry that were 
otherwiſe minded; in truſt that 
God of his grace might ſome 
time or other reveal even theſe unto 

them. | 
His character as a man of 8 
ing was ſo eſtabliſh'd and indiſputa- 
ble, that all attempts to evince it 
were as needleſs, as it would be to 
endeavour to prove by demonſira- 
tion, that the ſun ſhines in the 
firmament, when we behold his 
radiant brightneſs, and fee/ the 
enlivening influences thereof. Twas 
impoſſible any one who had been 
at all intimately acquainted with 
him, could be a ſtranger to this 
part of his character. — neſs 
likewiſe the number of young gen- 
tlemen, that under his inſtitution, 
became maſters of the- learned 
languages. 5 
His intellectual en where- 
with 
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with God had been pleas'd to en- 


due him, were great and uncom- 
mon. He had a lively imagination 
a refined tafte and fancy; ; a judg- 
ment matur'd and improv'd by a 
long and free acquaintance with the 
world, and {tri obſervation of an- 
kind; a fund of wit, that flowed 
naturally and freely, as water from 
a fountain, and which rendered 
his converſation enlivening and 
agreeable. He poſſeſſed befide ſuch 
a command of thought and elo- 
cution, as ſeldom fail'd him even 
upon the moſt ſudden emergen- 
cies; nor was he at a loſs how 
to adapt himſelf upon every oc- 

cation. | 
Ir is indeed to be regretted 
that one ſo well furniſhed for 
improving and edifying converſa- 
tion as he was, found in his /aff 
illneſs fo little opportunity of em- 
plojing thoſe excellent talents he 
tne 
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the benefit and advantage of his 
ſurviving friends, roy are wont 
to treaſure up tike fragments of 
gold the dying ſentences of thoſe 
departed. A few of theſe he teft, 
which are faithfully depoſited in 
the memories, and | doubt not in 
the hearts, of his dear relatives. 
That there were no more, we 
mult aſcribe to the rapidity of 
his diſorder, which perhaps' weak- 
ened and impaited the powers of 
his mind, and hindered the free 
and vigorous exertion of them; 
ſo that little more than broken 
ſentences could be utter'd. 

To one of his friends, who 
wept to ſce him in ſo low and 
languiſhing a condition, he ſpake 
thus: „ defire to live no longer 
« than I can live to the glory of 
God. Being aſked, whether he 
felt any ſevere pain? He replied, 
« be had fome pains artroſs his 
E « breaſt. 
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&« breaſt. But, ſays he, if my pains 
ce were much ſharper than they are, 
ce what were they to thoſe that 
ce Chriſt endured for us. 

Sous few hours before his de- 
parture, he ſaid, © I defire to be 
« refigned entirely to God's will; 
©« and whether living or dying 2 
« be the Lords. 

Warn one ſaid unto him, 
« Now, Sir, 1 ſuppoſe Chriſt is 
ce precious : He replied, © Aye, 
« Chriſt is always precious; and 
ſoon after was heard to utter theſe 
words ; which I think were his 
laſt : The conſolations of God are 

© neither few nor ſmall, * So that 
when mature was tending faſt to 
its diſſolution, when feſb and heart 
were ready to fail, yet then, it 
ſeems, he found God, whom he 
had ſerved, to be the ſtrength of 
his heart, as we doubt not that he 
now is his immortal portion. 


cc There 
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© There is nothing, (added he,) 
e belonging to this world, that is 
«= worth living for; and then 
ſpake with great joy and fatisfac- 
tion of the bleſſedneſs of the heaven- 
ly ſtate, where all his utmoſt wiſhes 
are now exceeded, and his hopes 
| crowned with everlaſting enjoyment. 

To conclude, let all who are 
partakers in Chriſt's victory over 
Death, not forget with the Apoftle 
to return their higheſt aſcriptions 
of praiſe and thankſgiving to God, 
which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord ſeſus Chriſt. 

Ohl what immortal praiſes and 
hallelujahs do we owe to God for 
this his unſpeakable gift. Had 
crowns and kingdoms been laid at 
our feet; had the mightieſt en- 
fires of this world been made 
ſubject to us; the privilege and 
dignity were not half fo portant 
as this conqueſt over Death and 


E 2 the 
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the Grade, given us by God, 


through our Lord 7e/s Chrip. 'Tis 
recorded of ' Alexander the great, 


who. had conquered all the known 
world, that, at the concluſion of 
his victories, he fat down: and wept, 
that his triumphs were at an end, 
and that there remained no mere 
worlds for him to conguer, Such 
is the end. of all earthly power 
and greatneſs ! tho' he had com- 

paſſed every thing that the moſt 
EET ambition ceuld deſire or 


 exave, and made - himſelf maſter of 


all the wealth and power of the 
world, ftill his happineſs was incom- 
pleat; for the mind of man, (if 
it be ſuffer d to exert itſelf,) is 
apt to look forward to the end f 
all theſe things; and if it has 20 
proſpect further than what this 
world can preſent it with, u wen- 
den tis dejected and diſeonſolate. 


But the true Chriſtian's happineſs, 


_ inſtead 
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| inſtead of being terminated by this 
life, doth then moſt properly be- 
gin, when his life on earth is at an 
end tor that alone which can ren- 
der Eternity awful or terrible is re- 
mov'd, and every thing to render 


the farethougbt of it pleaſing and 


delightful the befrever enjoys; the 
ing of death which is fin is taken 
away : the /aw from whence it de- 
rives its condemning power is (as 
you have heard) frelf1/' d by Chriſt ; 
the divine juſtice itſelf is appeaſed 


and ſatify'd 5 God is reconciled, 


and heaven open'd for every follow- 
er of the Lamb. Thanks be to God, 


therefore, (let us all ſay) which giveth : 
us the wittory, through our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt. 

Whar a glorious theme for peu 
and thankſgiving is this! a theme 
never to be exhauſted; 


matter of delightful entertainment to 
| immortal es 3 nay eternity itſelf 


will 


affording 
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will be too ſhort to utter all the 

praiſes and hallelujahs, which our 
redemption from Death and Hell by 
 Chriff's blood calls for; ſince we 
ſhall to eternity reap the 2 
fruits of it. 

On this delightful /ubje&# the; an- 
gels employ their harmonious voices, 
and tune their golden harps, to ce- 
lebrate in the Hhighe ſtrains; —— 
thoſe harps which- never ſound more 
ſweetly, than when the Saviour's 
dying love is the burden of their 
/ong : And ſhall not we, for whom 
he laid down his life, — for whom 
he ſhed his moſt precious b/ood, 
think him worthy to be extolled in 
the moſt exalted ſtrains, that earth 
or heaven can raiſe? 

WIA? have we hopes of being 
redeem'd not only from an abyſs 

of fin and miſery; but raiſed /zhe- 
wiſe hereafter to the higheſt pitch 
of bleſſedneſs; — and (hall we not 


admire 
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aire and adore his * which 
laid the foundation of theſe hopes, 
by giving his ſon to die for us, 
and to waſh us from our fins in his 
own blood ? LY; 
WHATEVER in our praiſes and 
thankſ/givings we overlook, let us be 
ſure not to be unmindful of Christ's 
redeeming grace and love, who by 


offering up himſelf upon the croſs, by” 


hath aboliſh'd Death, and him that 
had the power of Death, that is the 
Devil; nor let us forget that infi- 
nite hiv of the Father, which gave 
Chriſt to die for us; but learn to 
ſay and /ng with the Apoſtle, 

O Death, where is now thy ſting, 
O Grave, where. is now thy victory. 
Thanks, immortal thanks, t God, 
which giveth us the victory, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
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